Introduction to Islam
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WHI 8a

The student will demonstrate knowledge of Islamic civilization from about 600 to 1000 A.D.(C.E.) by a) describing the origin, beliefs, traditions, customs, and spread of Islam.
Essential Understandings

The revelations of Muhammad form the basis of the Islamic religion, a monotheistic faith.  Muhammad and his followers spread Islam.  Islamic traditions and customs developed over centuries and created a distinctive Muslim culture.
Essential Knowledge
Origins of Islam
· Muhammad, the Prophet
· Mecca and Medina on the Arabian Peninsula:  Early Muslim cities
Spread of Islam
· Across Asia and Africa and into Spain
· Geographic extent of first Muslim empire
Beliefs, traditions, and customs of Islam
· Monotheism:  Allah (Arabic word for God)

· Qur’an (Koran):  The word of God

· Five Pillars of Islam

· Acceptance of Judeo-Christian prophets, including Moses and Jesus

Key Terms – Write a brief description for each of the following terms.
1. Bedouins – 

2. Muhammad – 

3. Mosque – 

4. Hajj – 

5. Shari’a – 

Rise of Islam
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Main Idea

Muhammad                           the Arab people both politically and through the religion of Islam.  Islamic traditions and customs developed over                        and created a distinctive Muslim culture.
Background

The Arabian Peninsula is a crossroads of 3 continents (Africa,                     , and Europe).  It is mostly made up of a desert region connected by trade routes to the outside world.  Nomadic herders, called                                     , were the first to live in the desert.  Around 600 C.E., some Bedouins began to settle down as farmers on oases or as town dwellers.  Mecca becomes an important                   and pilgrimage center.  
Muhammad

Muhammad was born around                      C.E. into a clan of a powerful Meccan family.  He was raised by his grandfather and uncle.  Growing up, Muhammad received little schooling and began working in the                                                                   .  About the age of             , Muhammad had a revelation.  According to Muslim belief, Muhammad was told that he was a messenger of God.  Muhammad came to believe that he was the last of the prophets.  
1. What did Muhammad began to teach?

People who agreed to this basic principle of Islam were called                           .  By 613 C.E., Muhammad began to preach his ideas in                           .  However, his ideas were met with hostility, forcing him to flee to Medina.  In Medina, Muhammad became a political and religious leader, drawing more                                   to Islam.  Muhammad and his growing army of Bedouin followers eventually return to subdue Mecca. 
2. When did Muhammad return to Mecca?

Muhammad and his followers even went on to unify much of the                             Peninsula under Islam.  
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Major traditions and beliefs 
Muslims believe that there is only one God, Allah.  All believers must carry out the Five Pillars of Islam.

3. What are the Five Pillars of Islam?

The                             , the book said to contain Allah’s revelations to Muhammad, is a basic source of authority for Muslims.  Judaism,                                            , and Islam all share certain beliefs.  

4. Name at least 3 similarities shared between Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
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