History of English Questions:

The Anglo-Saxon Settlement

1. The Germanic invaders all spoke what type of language?

2. Why do we know so little about the linguistic situation at this time?

3. Who already lived on the British Isles when they arrived?

The Scandinavian Settlements

4. Who were the next invaders?

5. What language did they speak?

6. When does most of the Norse influence actually appear in written English?

1066 and after 1066 and all that

7. The vocabulary of English changed tremendously thanks to the borrowings of what three languages?

Standardization

8. What “standard” began to dominate during this period?
9. What helped spread the language?

10. What was the “great vowel shift”?

Colonization and Globalization

11. When did the influence of English begin to spread throughout the world?

12. Why do you think English is a lingua franca?

