Geography of Globalization:  A Case Study


Case studies in geography provide a brief overview or examination of events that impact or alter the way people function and live day to day within the human and physical environment.  They are important to assist students to develop a series of “real world” examples at differing levels of scale that relate to the theoretical content they are studying.  The student would be expected to prepare for the class discussion by analyzing the background data and presenting the facts and data to explain the situation in a geographic perspective.   A good case study in Geography will provide several key elements: 

 It tells a story.

It focuses on a conflict within the human environment.

It is timely, recently occurring or on-going.

It creates a human sentiment of volunteerism and sympathy.

It includes cited commentary from all parties.

It is relevant to the reader and the area of study.

It presents a conflict provoking discussion.

It is short, concise and to the point.

Instructions

1. In groups of 3 select one aspect of globalization as it applies to economic practices, agribusiness, or cultural diffusion.

2. Locate and develop a quick and concise understanding of the roll of globalization as it applies to the topic chosen.  Use the following questions:

1. How did the global relationship develop? 

2. What is the relevant historical context? What necessitated this relationship? Economics? Environmental?  Legal? ….

3. How long has the practice existed? 

4. Who is affected? Impact of the issue? Who? What effect?

5. Where? And what is the spatial extent? 

6. What is the geographic perspective?

7. What is the scale of the relationship? Local, Regional, National, Global

8. Are there local tensions or concerns as a result of multi-national practices? 

9. Who benefits from the global scale of this relationship? 

10. Is there any world Response? and by whom?

a.   Government legislation if applicable

b. NGO/UN position on the topic

       11.  How do we, or would we, recognize that there is a multi-national or global connection with this activity? 

3.  Design the case study presentation. The idea is to be concise and to the point- maximizing the space with the most important information on the topic, without losing content and implications.

*****You have 2 options for the presenation*******

Option A:  A Geographic Brief

Construct a one-page, double sided hand-out, on legal size paper.  This can be passed out as supplementary handouts, addressed in A-B type grouping, or in a presentation.   Can be completed in small groups of 2-3 or individually.   Either format must create an identity for the case study in a geographic perspective.  Topics selected at different levels of scale are essential, for example the differences and conflicts between intra-migration and inter-migration.  In addition, maps at differing scales help to establish location as well as relative location but also potential impact and escalation into associated areas.  

This is one page- front and back

i.  On the front page include parts 1,2,7,9, and 10.  This includes the conflict, causes, relevant historical context, geography of the area, map, players, causes, conflict, and applicable data.

ii. On the back page include parts: 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, and 11. This includes the type of conflict, time frame, how it has been carried out, impact, effect, scale, and world/national/regional response or legislation. 

iii. An annotated situational map of the global relationship labeled with a legend

iv. Include a separate page with references, and group members

Specific questions should be addressed in the brief.

Option B: A Geographic Slide Case-Study

Construct a 4-5 slide page in a power point type format.   This can be printed out, but is better presented to the rest of the class. 

The slide presentation should build on establishing the relationship, the scale of interaction and the impact and benefits at multiple levels of scale.  

· Slide 1, introduces the global relationship and connectivity, the parties involved and presents the geographic setting with a map in a relative setting.

· Slide 2,3 responds to the causes, historical context, type of conflict, impact, effects, contrary opinions, 

· Slide 4 addresses the scale of the conflict, applicable data, government and world responses, legislation, prediction for the future of the global connectivity and relevant photos. 

· An annotated situational map of the global relationship with a legend

· Include a separate page with references, and group members
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