The Renaissance’s Impacts on Western Civilization  (WHI.13)
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Economic foundations of the Italian Renaissance  (WHI.13a)

· The Crusades stimulated trade between Europe and the Muslim Empire by introducing Europeans to many desirable products.
· Trade promoted frequent contacts with the Byzantine and Muslim Empires.
· New economic institutions developed.

Economic effects of the Crusades

	Increased demand for Middle Eastern products


	Stimulated production of goods to trade in Middle Eastern markets
	Encouraged the use of credit and banking



	
	
	


Important economic concepts
	Church rule against usury and the banks’ practice of charging interest helped to secularize northern Italy.
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	Letters of credit served to expand the supply of money and expedite trade.
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	New accounting and bookkeeping practices (use of Arabic numerals) were introduced.

[image: image3.png]



	


Events related to the rise of Italian city-states and their political development, including Machiavelli’s theory of governing as described in The Prince  

(WHI.13b)

· Wealth accumulated from European trade with the Middle East led to the rise of Italian city-states. Wealthy merchants were active civic leaders.

· Machiavelli observed city-state rulers of his day and produced guidelines for the acquisition and maintenance of power by absolute rule.

Florence, Venice, and Genoa

· Had access to trade routes connecting Europe with Middle Eastern markets

· Served as trading centers for the distribution of goods to northern Europe

· Were initially independent city-states governed as republics
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Machiavelli’s The Prince
· An early modern treatise on government

· Supports absolute power of the ruler

· Maintains that the end justifies the means

· Advises that one should not only do good if possible, but do evil when necessary
“Advice to Princes” – excerpts from Machiavelli

1. According to Machiavelli, why is it safer for a ruler to be feared than loved?

2. What advice does Machiavelli give about why a prudent [wise, cautious and practical] ruler should not keep promises?

3. Do you think that today’s worlds should follow the rules Machiavelli set down in The Prince? Why or why not?

Job Description for “The Prince”
Write a job description for a ruler, according to the rules Machiavelli recommended by completing the spaces below.

JOB TITLE: __________________________

JOB DESCRIPTION: 

What are the job’s duties and requirements?  

What work must be done?
SKILLS:

What skills and valuable traits will the successful candidate possess?
Artistic, literary, and philosophical creativity, as contrasted with the medieval period, including Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, and Petrarch  (WHI.13c)

Cultural developments:

· The Renaissance produced new ideas that were reflected in the arts, philosophy, and literature. 
· Patrons, wealthy from newly expanded trade, sponsored works that glorified city-states in northern Italy. 
· Education became increasingly secular [worldly or everyday, not religious or sacred].

	Artistic creativity of the Renaissance

	Leonardo da Vinci
	Michelangelo
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Mona Lisa


	Ceiling of the Sistine Chapel
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	The Last Supper
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David


Medieval art and literature focused on the Church and salvation, while Renaissance art and literature focused on individuals and worldly matters, along with Christianity.
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Compare the work of da Vinci and Michelangelo to the medieval painting to the right. How do these works of art differ?


1.


2.


3.
Literary creativity of the Renaissance

Humanism – for each fact below, add a “Quick Draw” representing the concept.
	· Celebrated the individual 


	· Stimulated the study of classical Greek and Roman literature and culture


	· Supported by wealthy patrons [supporters of the arts & literature]



	
	
	


· Petrarch – humanist scholar

Pretend you were an Ace Reporter for the Renaissance Daily News
1. After reading about Petrarch for homework and seeing one of his poems, write a list of questions you would ask him in an interview for your newspaper. 
2. Exchange papers with a partner and write answer you think Petrarch might say during the interview, based on what you have learned about him.
Q1: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________

        ________________________________________________________________
A1.  __________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
Q2.  ________________________________________________________________

        ________________________________________________________________
A2. __________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
Q3.  ________________________________________________________________

        ________________________________________________________________
A3. __________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
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The Printing Press:

The movable type printing press and the production and sale of books (e.g., Gutenberg Bible) helped disseminate ideas. Movable blocks with carved letters were covered in ink and pressed onto paper to create printed pages that could be bound into books. The number of books increased and thus access to books was easier so more people learned to read. 
From where did papermaking technology originally spread? _______________
Draw a poster illustrating the importance of the printing press to world history


Comparison of the Italian and Northern Renaissance & contributions of writers  
(WHI.13d)

· With the rise of trade, travel, and literacy, the Italian Renaissance spread to northern Europe. 
· The art and literature of the Italian Renaissance changed as people of different cultures adopted Renaissance ideas.
· Northern Renaissance artists portrayed religious and secular subjects. 

Northern Renaissance

· Growing wealth in Northern Europe supported Renaissance ideas.

· Northern Renaissance thinkers merged humanist ideas with Christianity.

· The movable type printing press and the production and sale of books (e.g., Gutenberg Bible) helped disseminate ideas.

Northern Renaissance writers
After learning more about Erasmus & Thomas More, explain how they were alike and in what ways they differed.
	
	Quotes
	

	Erasmus: 

The Praise of Folly (1511)


	“It is an unscrupulous intellect that does not pay to antiquity its due reverence.” 

“When I get a little money I buy books; and if any is left I buy food and clothes.”       
	ALIKE

DIFFERENT

	Sir Thomas More: Utopia (1516)


	“What you cannot turn to good, you must at least make as little bad as you can.”

“Man's folly hath enhanced the value of gold and silver because of their scarcity; whereas nature, like a kind parent, hath freely given us the best things, such as air, earth, and water, but hath hidden from us those which are vain and useless.”
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