
Enduring Understandings Learning Objectives Essential Knowledge

A. The contemporary 
political map has been 

shaped by events of the past

Explain the structure of the 
contemporary political map Independent states are the primary building blocks of the world political

map

Types of political entities include nations, states, nation-states, stateless 
nations, multinational states, multistate nations, and autonomous 

regions

Explain the evolution of the 
contemporary political map

The concept of the modern nation-state began in Europe

Colonialism and imperialism led to the spread of nationalism and 
influenced contemporary political boundaries

Evaluate the geopolitical forces that 
influence the contemporary political 

map

Independence movements and democratization have shaped the 
political map since the end of World War II

The fall of Communism ended the Cold War, led to the creation of 
newly independent states, and changed the world balance of power

B. Spatial political patterns 
reflect ideas of territoriality 

and power at a variety of 
scales

Explain the concepts of political 
power and territoriality

Political power is expressed geographically as control over people, land, 
and resources (e.g., heartland, rimland, and organic theories)

Territoriality is the connection of people, their culture, and their 
economic systems to the land

Evaluate the nature and function of 
international and internal 

boundaries

Boundaries are defined, delimited, demarcated, and administered

International boundaries establish the limits of sovereignty and can be 
the source of disputes

Boundaries can influence identity and promote or prevent international 
or internal interactions and exchanges

The Law of the Sea has enabled states to extend their boundaries
offshore, which sometimes results in conflicts

Voting districts, redistricting, and gerrymandering influence the 
results of elections at various scales

Analyze the spatial relationships
between political systems and 

patterns of culture and economy

Political boundaries do not always coincide with patterns of language, 
religion, ethnicity, nationality, and economy

Compare and contrast forms of 
governance

Forms of governance include unitary states (centralized government) and 
federal states

Powers of the subdivisions of states vary according to the form of 
governance (e.g., the United States and Switzerland as federal states, 

France as a unitary state)

State morphology (e.g., compact, elongated, perforated, fragmented, 
prorupted states) has economic, political, and social implications

IV. Political Organization of Space
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prorupted states) has economic, political, and social implications

Describe patterns of local and 
metropolitan governance

Local and metropolitan forms of governance (e.g., municipalities, school 
districts, regional planning commissions) are subnational political units 

that have varying degrees of local control

C. The forces of 
globalization challenge 
contemporary political–
territorial arrangements

Explain how the political, economic, 
cultural, and technological elements 

of globalization challenge state 
sovereignty

Some forces that may lead to supranationalism include economies of 
scale, trade agreements, military alliances, and transnational 

environmental challenges

Supranationalism is expressed in the creation of multinational 
organizations (e.g., UN, NATO, EU, ASEAN, NAFTA)

Some forces that may lead to devolution of states include physical
geography, ethnic separatism, terrorism, economic and social problems, 

and irredentism

Devolution is expressed in the fragmentation of states into autonomous
regions (e.g., Nunavut, Native American reservations), subnational

political–territorial units (e.g., Spain, Belgium, Canada), or 
Balkanization (e.g., former Yugoslavia, the Caucasus)

Advances in communication technology have facilitated devolution, 
supranationalism, and democratization

Apply the concepts of centrifugal 
and centripetal forces at the national 

scale

Centrifugal forces can originate in political dimensions (e.g., majority/ 
minority relationships, armed conflicts), economic dimensions (e.g., 
uneven development), or cultural dimensions (e.g., stateless nations, 

ethnic movements)

Centripetal forces can originate in political dimensions (e.g., national 
identity), economic dimensions (e.g., equitable infrastructure 

development), or cultural dimensions (e.g., linguistic, religious, and 
ethnic similarities)

From <https://sites.google.com/a/lphs.org/lphumangeo/unit-iv---political-organization-of-space> 
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state area organized into a political unit ruled by a govt

sovereignty independence from control of its internal affairs 
by other states

nation-state a state whose territory includes only one 
nationality; very rare

stateless 
nation

group of people with same nationality but no 
recognized homeland by most of the world

microstate very small state; Monaco is smallest

colonies territory that is legally tied to a sovereign state 
rather than being completely independent

colonialism cultural, economic, and political domination by a 
another country

imperialism cultural and economic domination of strong state 
to weaker state

boundaries invisible line marking extent of state's territory

compact 
state

distance from center to any boundary does not 
vary significantly

prorupted 
state

an otherwise compact state with a large 
projecting extension

elongated 
state

long and narrow shape

fragmented 
state

several discontinuous pieces of territory (ex: 
islands)

perforated 
state

state that completely surrounds another

landlocked 
state

lack direct outlet to the seas/ocean because it is 
completely surrounded by several other states

enclave small heterogeneous group or region surrounded 

Vocabulary
Thursday, May 4, 2017 1:58 PM
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enclave small heterogeneous group or region surrounded 
by larger and different group or region

exclave bounded territory that is part of a state but is 
separated from it by territory of a diff state

Shatterbelt 
Theory

region caught between stronger colliding external 
forces under stress and often fragmented by 
rivals

buffer states between 2 opposing forces; used to "protect" 
another state

irredentism political policy directed toward the incorporation 
of areas within boundaries of their historic or 
ethnically related political unit

frontier zone where no state exercises complete political 
control

physical 
boundaries

mountains, desert, water

geometric 
boundaries

clear absolute location boundary

cultural 
boundary

boundary based on religion, ethnicity, or 
language

Law of Sea 12 nautical miles of the coast of a sovereign 
nation; rite of passage

EEZ: 
exclusive 
economic 
zone

200 nautical miles; states' right to fish, drill, etc

devolution transference of power to another; surrender of 
powers to local authorities by a central 
government

centripetal 
forces

forces that pull a country together
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forces

centrifugal 
forces

forces that divide a country

Green Line Cyprus boundary between Greeks and Turks

unitary 
government

strong central government

federal 
government

shared power between central and state/local 
authority

census population count

redistricting drawing of lines based on census to identify 
political boundaries

gerrymander
ing

inappropriately/inaccurately drawn district lines to 
favor one party

wasted vote spreading opposition across districts

excess vote concentrates opposition in few districts

stacked vote linking distant areas through odd shaped districts

United 
Nations

supranational organization created after WW2 to 
settle international disputes peacefully

supranationa
lism

transcending national boundaries to create an 
organization

EU ex of supranational organization to promote 
economic cooperation among European nations

terrorism systematic use of violence by a group in order to 
intimidate a population or coerce a government 
into granting its demands

Heartland 
theory

Mackinder; any political power in the heart of 
Eurasia could gain enough power to eventually 
rule the world

Rimland 
theory

Spykman; domination of coastal Eurasia would 
provide base for world conquest
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theory provide base for world conquest

From <https://www.quia.com/jg/2783683list.html> 
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Wallerstein's Economic Theory: States that more developed countries (with the exception of Australia 
and New Zealand) are the core, and that LDCs are the periphery. When looking at a polar map, this is 
shown with a circular view, and when looking at a flat map, this is divided by a north-south line.

Core-periphery: Core countries have high levels of development, a capacity at innovation and a 
convergence of trade flows. Periphery countries usually have less development and are poorer 
countries.

World-Systems Theory: (Immanuel Wallerstein's core-periphery model) three-tier structured theory 
(core, semi-periphery, periphery) proposing that social change in the developing world is linked to the 
economic activities of the developed world.

Criticisms of World System Theory (Wallerstein)
1. Over emphasized economic factors in political development
2. it is very state-centric
3. Does not account for how places move from one category to another

Video Analysis of World Systems Theory

From <http://newellta.weebly.com/wallersteins-world-systems.html> 

World Systems Theory (Wallerstein)
Thursday, May 4, 2017 2:01 PM
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State - occupies space with borders, political sovereignty, international 
recognition, has people (the countries below are all states)

Russian Empire

Slovakia

Nation - people who share a common ethnicity, language, religion, 
history, etc. Examples: Kurds, Palestinians, Basque, Saamis

State, Nation, all the others..
Thursday, May 4, 2017 2:03 PM
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Nation-state - ONE group who is also sovereign, France or Germany in 
previous years before immigration, closest today is Iceland or Japan
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Multi-National State - everywhere but perhaps Japan and Iceland, has 
a mix of people

Iran

Stateless Nation - there can be thousands of these, Native Americans 
are all stateless nations, no official borders or sovereignty, Palestine, 
Tibet, Basque are all examples, the largest stateless nation by 
population are the Kurds (30 million people spread in 6 countries.
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Multi State Nation - people with a shared culture and spread over 
several states, may need or want a nation at some point, examples are 
the Jewish people or the Koreas
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CREATE A FREE WEBSITE
POWERED BY

From <http://newellta.weebly.com/statesnations.html> 
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Centripetal Forces - unify states, provide 
stability, strengthen the state, bind people 
together, create solidarity

Centripetal vs. Centrifugal Forces
Thursday, May 4, 2017 2:05 PM
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Centrifugal Forces - divide a country, can lead 
to Balkanization, connected to devolution
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From <http://newellta.weebly.com/forces.html> 
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DEVOLUTION: the transfer or delegation of power to a lower level, 
especially by central government to local or regional administration.

EXAMPLES:
Czechoslovakia - divided into Czech Republic and Slovakia, ethnic
Yugoslavia - ethnic and religious, violent "ethnic cleansing", separate nations Balkanization
Sri Lanka- Sinhalese (Buddhist) suppressed by Tamil (Hindu), violent Civil Wars
Western China - Tibet & Uygher separatism, terrorism, ethnic
United Kingdom - Scotland gets separate Parliament, allegiance to Queen questions
Catalonia/Spain - ethnocultural, economic, Catalonia wants independence due to economic superiority
Italy - North and South differences over economy and climate, Sardinia wants autonomy
USA - Hawaii wants lost rights as a kingdom restored
Crimea - Russia and Ukraine, mix of Russians and Ukrainians
Brazil - economic difference, south wealthier

Devolution
Thursday, May 4, 2017 2:06 PM
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Yugoslavia - ethnic and religious, violent "ethnic cleansing", seperate 
nations Balkanization

Sri Lanka- Sinhalese (Buddhist) suppressed by Tamil 
(Hindu), violent Civi

Crimea - Russia and Ukraine, mix of Russians and Ukrainians

Western China - Tibet & Uygher seperatism, terrorism, ethnic

Italy - North and South differences over economy and climate, 
Sardinia wants autonomy Catalonia/Spain - ethnocultural, economic, Catlaonia wants 

independence due to economic superiority
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Czechoslovakia - divided into Czech Republic and Slovakia, ethnic

USA - Hawaii wants lost rights as a kingdom restored

From <http://newellta.weebly.com/devolution.html> 
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Examples:
US
Canada

Examples:
France

Federal State - An internal organization of a state that allocates most powers to 
units of local government.
Unitary State -An internal organization of a state that places most power in the 
hands of central government officials.

Unitary vs. Federal Systems
Thursday, May 4, 2017 2:07 PM
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Power Distribution: Unitary, Confederation, and Federal
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From <http://newellta.weebly.com/unitary--federal-states.html> 
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Compact State: the distance from the geographic 
center of the area to any point on the boundary does 
not vary greatly, ie. Poland , Kenya

Advantages: easier to manage with communication and 
transportation

Prorupt/Protruded State: state having a portion 
of territory that is elongated, EX: Democratic 
Republic of Congo or Thailand

Advantages: can give access to resources or easy 
to split
Disadvantages: more likely to not be culturally 
assimilated, more borders to defend & 
communicate

Elongated State: state that is geographically long 
and narrow, Ex: Chile, Italy

Disadvantages: Lots of borders to protect, harder 
communication and more travel required, diverse 
climate, far from capital

Perforated State: state that totally surrounds 

Shapes of States
Thursday, May 4, 2017 2:08 PM
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Perforated State: state that totally surrounds 
another state
Ex: South Africa & Lesotho, Italy and the 
Vatican

Disadvantages: completely landlocked, must 
have everything cross through another country, 
possible hostilities

Fragmented State: state split into many pieces
Ex: Indonesia, Fuji, Denmark, Philippines
Advantages: can have lots of resources
Disadvantages: communication difficult, hard 
govern, difficult to create nationalism and 
assimilation

Landlocked State: state not having direct access to 
an ocean
(this is not a shape-just a condition)

Must rely on other nations to send or receive 
goods, cannot maintain a navy, must worry about 
hostilities disrupting trade

Microstate: state that is extremely small, ie. San Marino, 
Vatican City, Luxembourg, Liechtenstein
From <http://newellta.weebly.com/shapes-of-states.html> 
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Boundary – a vertical plane that cuts through the rocks below and the 
airspace above, dividing one state territory from another
Therefore, we aren’t just talking about the signs we see that 
separate states; we are talking about airspace, water, minerals, 
resources, etc.

Established a boundary includes four steps
1) States define the boundary through a legal document (by listing actual points in the 
landscape or by using latitude & longitude)
2) Cartographers delimit the boundary by drawing it on a map
3) States can demarcate it---marking the boundary(pillars, fences, walls, etc)
4) States must administrate it-determine how it will be maintained, how goods & people will 
cross it

TYPES OF BOUNDARIES
– GEOMETRIC: Using latitude/longitude lines, township/range lines
– PHYSICAL-POLITICAL: Follow an agreed-upon feature in the geographic landscape (river, crest of a 
mountain range, sea, etc)
****With so many different boundaries, it leads to a situation where there are states with 
many different shapes

Boundary
Thursday, May 4, 2017 2:10 PM
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Geometric by township lines Geometric by 49 Parallel

Rio Grande is a physical-political boundary

The Alps border France and Italy

Another way to classify boundaries depends on how they were 
evolved
Antecedent: existed before human cultures developed (example: a river)

Examples: .Malaysia/Indonesia on the island of Borneo. The boundary 
passes through a mountainous, sparsely inhabited rainforest where there is 
a break in settlement.
Himalayan Mts between China and India
Pyrenees Mts between Spain and France

Subsequent: settlement happens, then a boundary is 
drawn(example: U.S./Can. Border,) often from conflict
China/Vietnam, Germany/Poland, Northern Ireland/Ireland
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Superimposed: forcibly put on a landscape by outsiders
example: Israel border, North and South Korea

Relict: no longer functions, but used to (example: Berlin Wall, Great Wall of China)
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boundary delimitation: The process in which cartographers put the 
boundaries on the map.
boundary demarcation: physically marked with steel posts, concrete 
pillars, fences or another visible mean.

From <http://newellta.weebly.com/boundaries.html> 
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Geopolitical Theories
Thursday, May 4, 2017 2:17 PM
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Do not forget Ratzel and organic theory that says the 
state is like an organism and therefore needs to "eat" 
(expand) and have room.
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Imperialism and Colonialism Influences
Thursday, May 4, 2017 2:21 PM
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Gerrymandering
Thursday, May 4, 2017 2:22 PM
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Supranationalism - 3 or more
Thursday, May 4, 2017 2:26 PM
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UN Law of the Sea
Thursday, May 4, 2017 2:27 PM
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