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La Internacia Lingvo 
Esperanto - The International Language

Esperanto is an "artificial" language first published in 1887 by Ludovik L. Zamenhof (1859-1917) after extensive thought and experimentation. Zamenhof sought to create an easy to learn and politically neutral means of communication for use by people whose native tongues were different. It is a planned (constructed) language intended for use between people who speak different native languages. Esperanto is both spoken and written.  He probably did not expect it to become a universal medium of communication in the English sense of "universal," but he did think that broad availability and use of the language could facilitate life and elevate the human condition.

His efforts were brilliantly successful in that Esperanto is the only deliberately created language to have generated and sustained a body of fluent (or even semi-fluent) speakers. There are of course excellent historical, linguistic, and sociological reasons for this, although they are not as well studied as one might like. Of course Esperanto has not succeeded in achieving sufficient international visibility to be used in all the contexts where it would be useful. At the moment it seems unlikely that it ever will, although accurate prognostication depends on theoretical assumptions that are not very well developed. 
Although no country has adopted the language officially, it has enjoyed continuous usage by a community estimated at between 100,000 and 2 million speakers and it is estimated that there are about a thousand native speakers.

Esperanto's advantages are basically two: It is a neutral language, being the property of no particular group of people and therefore the equal property of everybody. It is relatively easy to learn. It would appear from personal experience and anecdotal evidence that, for an English speaker, Esperanto is perhaps five times as easy to learn as Spanish, ten times as easy as Russian, and "considerably" easier than Chinese, Japanese or Arabic. 
The principal linguistic secret of Esperanto's success lies in its using a slightly regularized set of word roots from natural languages (almost all from the Romance family of languages) and manipulating them by means of a simple and essentially independent set of affixes and compounding rules. Thus anyone who has studied a western European language finds something familiar to assist in the learning of Esperanto. But even a native speaker of Korean, Arabic, or Zulu, having mastered the system, can create phrases and sentences with as much authority as a European can. By borrowing roots known to a very large number of potential learners, but insisting upon their treatment within the logic of Esperanto itself, and without reference to the donor languages, Zamenhof went a long way to creating the simplicity and flexibility he aimed for.

Esperanto is spoken in Central and Eastern Europe, particularly the former satellite nations of the old Soviet Union (including its Baltic republics), and in East Asia, particularly mainland China. It is also fairly well known in certain areas of South America and Southwest Asia. It is less well known in English-speaking North America, Africa, and the Moslem world.

At first, the language consisted of about 1000 roots, from which 10,000 or 12,000 words could be formed. Today, Esperanto dictionaries often contain 15,000 or 20,000 roots, from which hundreds of thousands of words can be formed, and the language continues to evolve. Over time, the language has been used for virtually every conceivable purpose, some of them controversial or problematic: the language was forbidden, and its users persecuted, by both Stalin, as the language of "cosmopolitans," and Hitler, as the language of Jews (Zamenhof, creator of the language, was Jewish). Through use of the language in the home, there are now as many as a thousand native speakers of Esperanto.
Esperanto Alphabet
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Useful Phrases in Esperanto
	Hello!
	Saluton!

	Welcome!
	Bonvenon!

	Good morning.
	Bonan matenon.

	Good day.
	Bonan tagon.

	Good night.
	Bonan nokton.

	Thank you.
	Dankon.

	I speak Esperanto.
	Mi parolas Esperanton.

	Let's chat.
	Ni babilu.

	I love you.
	Mi amas vin.

	I can't live without you.
	Mi ne povas vivi sen vi.

	Where is the bathroom?
	Kie estas la necesejo?

	What time is it?
	Kioma horo estas?

	I don't understand.
	Mi ne komprenas.

	No worries!
	Ne gravas!

	Go away!
	Foriru!

	When pigs fly.
	Kiam flugos porkoj.

	Ouch!
	Oj!

	What do you think?
	Kion vi opinias?

	I don't know what you're talking about.
	Mi ne scias pri kio vi parolas.




Questions:

1. Why was Esperanto created? 
2. What are the advantages of Esperanto?

3. In what parts of the world is Esperanto still spoken?

4. Why did Esperanto fail to be picked up as a universal language?
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