AP Human Geography

Mrs. O’Grady


We’re #1!  Cultural Imperialism

Cultures can be many things, but they are certainly not static.  Cultures can be changed through innovations and inventions, diffusion, acculturation, and revitalization.  With the twentieth century advancements in communications, transportation, and trade, cultures in many parts of the world have become increasingly dynamic.  Some nations fear an eventual loss of cultural identity with ever-increasing global interconnections.  Cultural imperialism has been defined as the emerging global culture dominated by the world’s superpower, the United States.  Some argue that U.S. cultural influence is at least as strong as its military influence.  Industrialized nations have responded in various ways to America’s cultural dominance.  France has become particularly wary of U.S. influence (e.g., la loi Toubon of 1994, a law which forbids French public entities and corporations engaged in public activities from using English expressions where there is a French equivalent).  Canada has “allowed” considerable American cultural influence (e.g., most of the current National Hockey League franchises are now located in the U.S.).  Since World War II, Japan has incorporated whole segments of American culture (e.g., baseball & fast food), yet has remained distinctively Japanese.  The less industrialized nations have also had different responses to American cultural dominance.  Many of the Islamic-dominated of the Middle East have little tolerance for American cultural influences and use censorship and other tactics to keep this influence to a minimum.  Some additional cultural conflicts between less developed nations and the U.S. grew out of the Cold War which often pitted “godless communists” versus “corrupt capitalists.”

For this activity, you will decide where you stand on this issue.  You must choose between three opinions listed below.  Select the opinion you most agree with and provide support for your argument (you may use outside resources).

Opinion One – U.S. imperialism does exist!  (Be sure to give examples).

Opinion Two – No, U.S. imperialism does not exist.  We are simply witnessing the development of a “global” culture that currently happens to be largely influenced by the United States.

Opinion Three – No, U.S. imperialism does not exist.  Increased nationalism in various countries will maintain separate and distinct cultures, with no one culture being dominant.

YOUR TASK

Write a short essay that illustrates where you stand on this issue.  Your essay may be typed or handwritten (I have no preference).  Again, you may use outside resources.  Outside resources (i.e. the internet) may help you decide which of the three opinions you subscribe to or help you to support the opinion you already have.  

