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Spring 2010

Question related to Weber and how his theory relates to corn and ethanol production. Use the resources given to you on this handout. 

1. Is Ethanol production a weight (bulk) losing industry or weight (bulk) gaining industry? 
2. What location factors from Weber’s theory are being utilized in the production of ethanol? 

*Please explain your answer to both questions using the assumptions of Weber’s location theory.
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How Ethanol Is Made?
The production of ethanol or ethyl alcohol from starch or sugar-based feed stocks is among man's earliest ventures into value-added processing. While the basic steps remain the same, the process has been considerably refined in recent years, leading to a very efficient process. There are two production processes: wet milling and dry milling. The main difference between the two is in the initial treatment of the grain.
The Ethanol Production Process - Dry Milling
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